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by Ayana Jarrett

Spouse and Licensed Sales Professional
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When | entered the military community as a military spouse,
| didn't think that being a “dependent” would become a literal
and figurative label. Before | was married, | was a self-
sufficient woman. | went after my goals with confidence.
Suddenly, | felt completely reliant on my husband, tucked
away in the corner and seen as just some "wife." | was proud of my role as a military spouse, but | wanted to
rediscover that part of me that's independent, focused and passionate about life. | needed to find Ayana
in this new life with my husband. Then, change found me in the most unexpected of places.
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When | went to a career fair on post, | wasn't expecting much. That's probably why | was skeptical when
I learned about the Joining Forces for Good program with Allstate. It just seemed too good to be true.
| couldn’t believe a company would pay for my licensing education and connect me with Allstate Agency
Owners who are hiring in my area. | kept rereading the part that described how Allstate Agency Owners
value the specific skills that | would bring as a military spouse. That part intrigued me.

As a new military spouse, | ran into unfavorable biases from other employers. Employers wouldn't even
interview me because they thought | wasn't worth the effort. Even though | displayed commitment,
readiness and flexibility, some employers saw me as a potential risk. Why hire me when I'd be shipped off
with my husband in six months? Thankfully, my Allstate Agency Owner didn't think this way. The Allstate
Andy Bennett Agency believed in me and really cared about my needs as a military spouse. Where other
employers saw risk, Andy saw value.

[ have support, understanding and opportunity with my Allstate Agency Owner. Most of all, | am confident
this isn't just a job. As an Allstate Licensed Sales Professional, | have a career that fits my lifestyle and my
goals. The Joining Forces for Good program has helped me regain purpose as a woman and focus as a wife.
I'm sharing my story because becoming an Allstate Licensed Sales Professional has changed my life
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as a military spouse. | know it sounds corny, but | mean it. | want every
military spouse to know what it's like to work in a place where you're
valued for what you bring to the table. | want them all to have the
Good Hands® experience.

| know my story isn't unlike that of any other military spouse. Like you,

I met and fell in love with an amazing, brave human being. My high-
school sweetheart, Lize, was my personal hero before he became

a hero to the nation. My dedication to him is a reflection of his
dedication to our country. | knew becoming a military spouse would be
challenging, but | didn't know how it would feel until | got there.

| never expected an employer to help me find the balance | needed.
Now, | have independent value in the military community. | may be a
“dependent,” but | no longer feel that way. | have my Allstate Agency
Owner and the Joining Forces for Good program to thank for that.
Consider the program for yourself and your family. It could change
everything. | know it did for me.

Ayana and husband Lize,
Army Combat Engineer.

START A LIFELONG CAREER THAT GOES WHERE YOU GO
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Visit allstateveterans.com to learn more.

The Join Forces for Good licensing program is currently only available in select states for in-person sessions but available countrywide for the virtual option. This opportunity is subject to
availability and may be discontinued or changed without notice at any time. This opportunity is designed to support honorably discharged veterans, active duty, Reserves, National Guard
and their spouses. This is not an employment opportunity directly with Allstate Insurance Company, but rather a program to help qualify eligible individuals for potential employment
with Allstate independent contractor exclusive agents. To be hired with an Allstate exclusive agent, candidates will be required to pass a background check. © 2017 Allstate Insurance Co.





