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OBJECTIVES

> Understand what parents currently know 
about the teen driving issue, and why safe 
teen-driving is not a higher priority to them.

> Explore what parents do to prepare their teens 
for the experience of driving:

> What roles do parents adopt in the process?
> What resources do they use to help?

> Understand what parents currently do to help 
manage their new teen drivers:

> Do they understand and leverage Graduated 
Driver Licensing (GDL) laws?

> What other controls do they initiate?

> Identify what other information or tools parents 
would like to help them better manage their 
teen’s driver training and driving experience.
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> On behalf of The Allstate Foundation, 
Teenage Research Unlimited (TRU) 
conducted a national 15-minute online 
survey among 1,007 parents (who had a 
15- to 17-year-old child living in the 
household at least half the time).

> 605 were moms and 402 were dads.
> 516 had sons and 491 had daughters.
> 568 were parents of licensed teens; 439 were 

parents of teens with their permit.

> The margin of error (at the 95% confidence 
level) is     three percentage points in total.

> Interviews were conducted in January-
February 2007.

> For more detail about respondents’
demographic make-up, please see the 
Appendix.

METHODOLOGY



4

Parents are aware that automobile crashes 
are the #1 killer of teens

Q.5: Which of the following would you say is the number one cause of death for American teenagers?

DETAILED FINDINGS

> The majority of parents (59%) 
correctly identified automobile 
crashes are the top killer of teens 
in the United States.

> Many teens are also aware of the 
issue: half of them (51%) identified 
motor vehicle crashes as the top 
cause of death among American 
teenagers*.

* Source: The Allstate Foundation Survey of 1,001 teens 
(ages 15-17),
March 2005

PERCEIVED #1 TEEN KILLER

Note: base sizes for charted segments are noted (in parentheses) 
in chart’s legend.

6%

1%

2%

7%

10%

15%

59%

Don’t know

Diseases such as
cancer or diabetes

Homicide (being
killed by another

person)

Accidents (drowning,
poison, fire, sports,

falling in the
bathroom, etc.)

Overdoses of drugs
or alcohol

Suicide 

Motor vehicle
crashes

All Parents (1,007)

Community Type:
Urban: 52%
Suburban: 62%
Rural: 61%
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Parents claim to be concerned about their 
teen’s ability to steer clear of crashes

Q.11: How much do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about your {son’s/daughter’s} driving?
Q.10: How much do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?

DETAILED FINDINGS

> Nearly nine in ten parents 
(88%)—and more moms than 
dads (92% vs. 82%)—say they 
worry about their teen getting 
into automobile crashes.

> Parents also acknowledge that it 
is their responsibility to teach 
driving safety to their kids (95%).

> Few parents (8%) said this was 
not high on their list of priorities.

AGREE WITH STATEMENT
(Top 2 Box: “Strongly” or “Somewhat Agree”)

Note: base sizes for charted segments are noted (in parentheses) 
in chart’s legend.  Letters are used to represent segments for 
statistical testing; a capital letter signifies a value “significantly”
higher at the 95% confidence level (lowercase at 90%).

54%

95%

57%

95%

8%

55%

95%

6%
11%

To be honest,
teaching my teen to
drive safely is not
high on the list of

priorities

I wish I had more
time to teach my

teen to drive safely

Teaching my teen
to drive safely is my

responsibility

All Parents (1,007)
(A) Dads (402)
(B) Moms (605)

88%

92%A
82%

I worry about my
teen getting into a

car accident

Parents w/Licensed Teens (568)
(A) Dads (243)
(B) Moms (325)
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6%

8%

12%

36%

32%

6%

10%

15%

28%

32%

4%

8%

14%

17%

19%

12%

15%

3%

2%

2%

3%

4%

7%Media

Boyfriend/
Girlfriend

Siblings

Police

Friends

Driver's ed
teacher

Dad

Mom

Single Most 1 of 2 Most 1 of 3 Most

Parents are the primary influences on their 
teen’s driving – and they know it

Q.23: Of the following, which three do you think have the most influence on how your {son/daughter} drives? Please rank the 
top three by putting a “1” by the one that has the most influence, [etc]. (n=1,007)

DETAILED FINDINGS

> Overall, parents accounted for 68% of 
the top-rated influence on these 
parents’ teen-drivers.

> Roughly half of parents (54% of dads 
and 42% of moms) say they have the 
single most influence on their teen’s 
driving.

> A driver’s-ed teacher (12%) was the 
next-most top-rated influence, followed 
by police (6%).

> The vast majority of parents rate 
themselves as one of the top-three 
influences on their child’s driving (89% 
of dads and 85% of moms).

> Nearly half (46%) rated driver’s ed 
teacher as a top-three influence on their 
teen’s driving; one-third (34%) rated 
friends as a top-three influence.

HOW INFLUENCIAL ON TEEN’S DRIVING

79%

76%

46%

35%

26%

13%

10%

10%

Teens, too, identify parents as an 
overwhelming top-three influencer 
(89%)—but differ from parents on 
the perceived influence of friends 
and law-enforcement:

Police . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61%
Friends . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47%
Driver’s Ed Teacher . . . 41%

Source: The Allstate Foundation Survey 
of 1,001 teens 15-17, March 2005

68% 95% NET
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2%

3%

4%

6%

8%

9%

50%

69%

88%

Step-parent

Aunt/ Uncle

A friend

Grandparent

Older sister

Older brother

Driver's ed
teacher

Other parent

I helped

Parents identify themselves as the primary 
person who provides driving supervision

Q.14: Who, if anyone, helped (“is helping” for parents of permit drivers) your {son/daughter} drive for practice during the 
learning stage?  Please choose all that apply. (n=1,007)

DETAILED FINDINGS

> Nine in ten parents of licensed teens 
(90%) claim they helped their teen 
practice during the learning stage.

> Nearly as many parents of teens with their 
permit (85%) say they are helping to provide 
driving practice during the learning stage.

> Interestingly, 62% identified themselves as 
the primary provider of driving supervision 
during the learning stage.

> By comparison, two-thirds of parents 
(69%) say their child’s other parent 
helped.

> Half of parents (50%) say a driver’s ed 
teacher helped.

> Fully 86% of parents say driver’s education 
alone is not enough to prepare their teen for 
driving.

WHO HELPED TEEN DRIVE FOR 
PRACTICE DURING LEANING STAGE

Parents of:
Licensed Teens: 90%
Permit Teens: 85%
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51%

65%

66%

42%

31%

30%

Driving knowledge
(laws, information
for the written test,

etc.)

Good driving skills

Good driving
judgment

 Very Prepared  Somewhat Prepared

Parents believe they are well-prepared to 
teach their teens about driving

Q.13: How prepared or unprepared do you think you, yourself, are to teach your {son/daughter}… (n=1,007)

DETAILED FINDINGS

> Nearly all parents said they feel 
prepared to teach their teen driving 
judgment (96%), driving skills (96%), 
and driving knowledge (93%).

> More parents feel strongly that they 
are prepared to teach their teen 
driving judgment and skills (66% and 
65%, respectively, say they are “very 
prepared”) than do so of the rules of 
the road (51%).

PREPARED TO TEACH TEEN ABOUT…

96%

96%

93%
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Parents claim to take a number of steps to 
help their teens prepare to drive

Q.16: Which, if any, of the following things have you personally done to help prepare your {son/daughter} for driving?  Please 
choose all that apply.

DETAILED FINDINGS

> Nearly all parents say they have taken their teen 
driving for practice and discussed safe driving 
(each 95%). [not charted]

> Fully 86% let their teen drive while going 
somewhere together.

– Four in five (80%) have gone somewhere safe like a 
parking lot or field.

– Three in four (75%) went to public roads regularly to 
formally teach their teen.

> Four of five (81%) claim to have discussed driving 
experiences with their teen soon after they 
happened; nearly as many (77%) have talked about 
avoiding distractions while driving.

> Nearly three in four (72%) parents say they have 
quizzed their teen to help teach safe driving—56% 
in preparation for a test and 60% “on the side.”

> Two-thirds of parents (66%) have signed their 
teen up for a driver training class. [not charted]

> Notably, only 5% say their child has enrolled in an 
advanced driving course.  Most enrolled in a high-
school course (55%), and many enrolled in a private 
or commercial driver’s ed course.

PERSONALLY DONE TO HELP 
PREPARE TEEN FOR DRIVING

Note: base sizes for charted segments are noted (in parentheses) in chart’s legend.  
Letters are used to represent segments for statistical testing; a capital letter signifies 
a value “significantly” higher at the 95% confidence level (lowercase at 90%).

72%

14%

25%

72%

81%

86%

88%A

29%A

84%A

14%

82%

76%

71%

19%

14%

Watched a driver's
ed or other safe

driving DVD
together

Showed statistics
about auto

accidents (and
deaths)

Asked quiz
questions that

would help make
teen a safer driver

Talked to teen
about driving

situations right
after experiencing

them

Let teen drive for
practice when

going somewhere
together

All Parents (1,007)
(A) Dads (402)
(B) Moms (605)
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Parents know that the best way to prevent 
crashes is to get their teens supervised

Q.20: How helpful, if at all, do you think each of the following is for helping your {son/daughter} drive safely?
Q.21: Which one of the following do you think most helps your {son/daughter} drive safely?

DETAILED FINDINGS

> A great majority of parents (85%) 
say supervised time behind the 
wheel is “very helpful” in teaching 
their teens safe driving.

> Two thirds of them (68%) say it is the 
single most helpful thing for their child 
to learn safe driving.

> Parents also believe they need to be 
good role models: 77% say seeing 
good driving behavior from them 
(and/or their child’s other parent) is 
very helpful in teaching their teens 
safe driving.

Note: base sizes for charted segments are noted (in parentheses) 
in chart’s legend.  Letters are used to represent segments for 
statistical testing; a capital letter signifies a value “significantly”
higher at the 95% confidence level (lowercase at 90%).

52%

72%

76%

79%

28%

58%

77%

80%

85%

89%A

80%A

61%A

30%a

83%A

24%
Time spent

talking about
safe driving with

other teens

Time spent
talking about

safe driving with
parents

Seeing good
driving behavior

from parents

Learning the
rules of the

road

Supervised time
spent behind

the wheel

All Parents (1,007)
(A) Dads (402)
(B) Moms (605)

HELPFULNESS TEACHING SAFE DRIVING
(Top Box: “Very Helpful”)

(68% “Helps Most”)

(10%)

(5%)

(15%)

(1%)
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Most parents also claim to have laid out the 
ground rules for their teen

DETAILED FINDINGS

> Three-fourths of parents (78%) say 
they have talked with their teen about 
driving privileges and consequences.

> Nearly as many (70%) claim to have 
“laid out ground rules.”

> Nearly two-thirds of parents (63%) say 
they are more strict than other parents 
when it comes to enforcing driving 
rules for their teen; only 9% reported 
being more lenient by comparison.

> One in five parents (22%)—and more 
moms (25%) than dads (18%)—said 
they are “much more strict” than parents 
of their teen’s friends.

DONE TO PREPARE TEEN FOR DRIVING

Note: base sizes for charted segments are noted (in parentheses) 
in chart’s legend.  Letters are used to represent segments for 
statistical testing; a capital letter signifies a value “significantly”
higher at the 95% confidence level (lowercase at 90%).

Q.16: Which, if any, of the following things have you personally done to help prepare your {son/daughter} for driving?
Q.27: Compared to the parents of your child’s friends, how strict would you say you are when it comes to enforcing driving rules? 

12%

70%

78%

80%A

70%

12%

74%

69%

10%
Created a parent-

teen driving
contract together

Laid out the
ground rules for
use of the car

Talked about
driving privileges/

consequences

All Parents (1,007)
(A) Dads (402)
(B) Moms (605)

STRICTNESS VS. OTHER PARENTS
(Enforcing Driving Rules)

9% 28% 63%

Less strict About the same More strict
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4%

13%

29%

38%

13%

35%

38%

54%

32%

40%

63%

72%

Withheld allowance

Made pay for repairs

Made pay for
insurance

FINANCIAL (NET)

Made teen feel guilty

Lectured or yelled

Expressed
disappointment

EMOTIONAL (NET)

Grounded

Took away the keys 

Restricted driving

RESTRICTIONS
(NET)

Parents use many methods to instill the 
safe driving message

Q.32: Which of the following, if any, have you (or your {son’s/daughter’s} {Mom/Dad} done to enforce driving rules for your 
{son/daughter}? Please mark all that apply. (n=1,007)

DETAILED FINDINGS

> Enforcing restrictions is parents’ top 
choice for enforcing driving rules with 
their teen.

> Most parents say they have restricted 
their teen’s driving in some way (63%), 
whether at night, disallowing friends in 
the car, etc.

> Two in five (40%) have taken away the 
keys, completely preventing their teen 
from driving for some period of time; 
one-third (32%) went beyond the car 
and outright grounded their teen.

> More than half of parents (54%) use 
emotionally-targeted approaches to 
attempt to motivate safer driving.

> 38% dug into their child’s wallet/purse 
to try and enforce driving rules.

DONE TO ENFORCE DRIVING RULES
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Not surprisingly, parents do not believe 
teens in general to be good drivers

Q.10: How much do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?

DETAILED FINDINGS

> Parents’ concern for their teen’s 
safety when driving is likely fueled 
by their opinion of his/her peers: 
less than a third of parents (31%) 
say teens are good drivers.

> Teens themselves also rate their 
cohort as being less than stellar 
drivers: just 23% of them said most 
teens are good drivers.*

* Source: The Allstate Foundation Survey of 1,001 teens 
15-17, March 2005

Note: base sizes for charted segments are noted (in parentheses) 
in chart’s legend.  Letters are used to represent segments for 
statistical testing; a capital letter signifies a value “significantly”
higher at the 95% confidence level (lowercase at 90%).

AGREE WITH STATEMENT
(Top 2 Box: “Strongly” or “Somewhat Agree”)

31%

31%

31%
Most teens with
their license are

good drivers

Parents w/Licensed Teens (1,007)
(A) Dads (402)
(B) Moms (605)
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Parents: “not my kid” contributing to the 
generally poor driving exhibited by teens

Q.10: How much do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?
Q.11: How much do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about your {son’s/daughter’s} driving?

DETAILED FINDINGS

> Of course, parents own teenaged son or 
daughter is the exception to the rule: 
although parents peg teens as higher-
risk drivers, the vast majority of them 
(88%) trust their own teen to drive 
safely.

> Trust means more driving freedom and 
less supervision: 97% of parents say the 
level of trust they have for their child 
influenced the driving privileges they 
allowed their teen.

> Still, three in four parents say their own 
teen drives more safely with a parent in 
the car (76%) and without friends in the 
car (75%).

> More than half of parents (55%)—and 
more dads (63%) than moms (49%)—
believe that it would be someone else’s 
fault if their teen got in a crash.

Note: base sizes for charted segments are noted (in parentheses) 
in chart’s legend.  Letters are used to represent segments for 
statistical testing; a capital letter signifies a value “significantly”
higher at the 95% confidence level (lowercase at 90%).

AGREE WITH STATEMENT
(Top 2 Box: “Strongly” or “Somewhat Agree”)

88%

87%
89%I trust my teen to

drive safely

All Parents (1,007)
(A) Dads (402)
(B) Moms (605)

76%

71%

77%

55%

75%

76%

78%a

49%
63%B

If my teen were in a
car accident, it

would probably be
someone else’s fault

My teen drives more
safely when alone
than with friends in

the car

My teen drives more
safely when a parent

is in the car

Parents w/Licensed Teens (568)
(A) Dads (243)
(B) Moms (325)
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Trust is the leading influence on parents’
decisions about their teen’s driving privileges

Q.29: When making decisions about when your teen got a permit and driver’s license, and what driving privileges to 
allow, how much have you been influenced by each of the following?

DETAILED FINDINGS

> Trust weighs heavily on parents’
decision as to what driving privileges 
to allow their teen: 97% of both moms 
and dads say it influences their 
decisions when it comes to turning 
over the car keys.

> Other factors also weigh heavily on 
parents’ leniency when it comes to 
their teen getting behind the wheel:

> Two-thirds of dads (66%) and half of 
moms (53%) say their teen’s desires 
influenced their decisions about what 
driving privileges to allow.

> Half of parents (49%) let the added 
free-time that allowing their teen to 
drive offers play into their decisions.

21%

50%

51%

97%

43%

47%

97%

21%

47%

49%

58%

97%

53%
66%B

22%Other parents of
teens

GDL Laws

How more
freedom for my
teen would free
up more of my

time

What my teen
wanted

How much I trust
my teen

Parents w/Licensed Teens (568)
(A) Dads (243)
(B) Moms (325)

Note: base sizes for charted segments are noted (in parentheses) 
in chart’s legend.  Letters are used to represent segments for 
statistical testing; a capital letter signifies a value “significantly”
higher at the 95% confidence level (lowercase at 90%).

INFLUENCED PRIVILEGES ALLOWED MY TEEN
(Top 2 Box: Influenced “Somewhat” or “A lot”)
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5%

4%

22%

26%

40%

6%

7%

8%

15%

27%

32%

44%

12%

4%

41%B

36%B

21%B

13%B

9%B

51%B

8%BDangers of
taking drugs

Dangers of
smoking

Peer pressure

Underage
drinking

Safe sex

Drunk driving

Safe driving

All Parents (1,007)
(A) Dads (402)
(B) Moms (605)

Parents delay talking about safe driving 
longer than other social issues

Q.9: As best you can remember, how old would you say your {son/daughter} was when you, yourself, first talked about each of 
the following with {him/her}? 

DETAILED FINDINGS

> Despite auto-crashes being the 
number-one killer of teens in the 
U.S., parents are discussing safe 
driving with their child later than 
they talk about underage drinking, 
safe sex, the dangers of smoking 
and doing drugs, and drunk driving.

> Most parents say they wish they 
had more time to teach driving 
safety to their teens (55%).

NOT DISCUSSED BEFORE AGE 15

Note: base sizes for charted segments are noted (in parentheses) 
in chart’s legend.  Letters are used to represent segments for 
statistical testing; a capital letter signifies a value “significantly”
higher at the 95% confidence level (lowercase at 90%).
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41%

19%

28%

13%

Never heard of them

Heard of them but don’t
know what they are

Know a little about
them

Know a lot about them All Parents (1,007)

1%

5%

38%

56%

Not helpful at all

Not very helpful

Somewhat helpful

Very helpful

All Parents (1,007)

Graduated Driver Licensing (GDL) is not 
well-understood by parents

Q.17: How familiar are you with Graduated Driver Licensing (GDL) laws?
Q.18: [Description Provided] How helpful, if at all, do you think Graduated Driver Licensing is (or would be) at reducing the

number of crashes involving young drivers?

DETAILED FINDINGS

> Although every state now has some 
form of GDL laws, 60% of parents don’t 
know what they are.

> Two in five (41%)—and more parents of 
permit drivers (46%)—say they’ve never 
heard of graduated driver licensing laws.

> One in five parents (19%) say they’ve 
heard of GDL  but don’t know what it is.

> Only 12% of all parents (8% among 
parents of teen permit-drivers) claim to 
know a lot about GDL laws.

> After seen a description of the GDL 
process, 94% of parents thought them 
helpful for reducing the number of teen 
crashes.

> More than half of parents (56%) labeled 
them “very helpful.”

PARENTS’ LEVEL OF GDL FAMILIARITY

Total: 60%
Urban: 66%

Suburban: 63%
Rural: 54%

GDL’s HELPFULNESS REDUCING
THE NUMBER OF TEEN crashes

Note: base sizes for charted segments are noted (in parentheses) in chart’s legend.
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18%

24%

34%

69%

64%

17%

22%

26%

40%

71%

72%

78%A

72%

27%

24%A

18%

44%A

17%Safe driving websites

GDL Laws

Books, magazines,
DVDs, or

newspapers

Statistics (accidents,
fatalities, drunk

driving incidents,
etc.)

Discussions about a
friend or family

member’s experience

Discussions about
news stories (about

an accident, tragedy,
etc.)

All Parents (1,007)
(A) Dads (402)
(B) Moms (605)

Relatively few parents say they discuss GDL
with their teen as a way to teach safe driving

Q.19: Which of the following, if any, have you used to teach your {son/daughter} about safe driving? Please mark all that apply.

DETAILED FINDINGS

> In part due to parents’ low awareness 
of Graduated Driver Licensing (GDL) 
laws, only 22% of them say they’ve 
used the restrictions/guidelines as a 
way to help teach their teen safe 
driving.

> Most parents talk instead about news 
stories (72%) and family experiences 
(71%) to pass along driving wisdom.

> Two in five parents (40%) – and more 
moms than dads (44% vs. 34%) –
have used statistics to teach their 
teen about safe driving.

METHODS USED
TO TEACH TEEN ABOUT SAFE DRIVING

Note: base sizes for charted segments are noted (in parentheses) 
in chart’s legend.  Letters are used to represent segments for 
statistical testing; a capital letter signifies a value “significantly”
higher at the 95% confidence level (lowercase at 90%).
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Parents allow teens to drive in dangerous 
situations soon after getting a license

Q.25: In the first few months after your teen {gets/had} {his/her} driver’s license, how often {will/was} {he/she} {be/} allowed to 
drive… (n=1,007)

DETAILED FINDINGS

> Teens are trusted right out of the gate:
> The vast majority of parents say that, 

within months of getting a license, their 
teen drove (or will drive) in situations 
known to be higher-risk: without parental 
supervision (92%), after dark (90%), to 
and from school (89%), on high-speed 
roads (86%), in heavy traffic (83%), and 
in bad weather (69%).

> Three in four parents allow their teen to 
drive with known friends (77%); nearly 
a third (29%) allow their teen out 
driving with friends they don’t know.

> Parents of licensed teens appear more 
lenient than do parents of permit teens:

> Significantly more allow (or allowed) their 
teen, in the first months driving, to do so: 
alone, without permission, after dark, 
without a parent, and without saying 
where they’re going or whom they’d be 
with. [not charted]

ALLOWED IN FIRST FEW MONTHS OF DRIVING

17%

21%

25%

29%

60%

69%

77%

83%

86%

89%

90%

91%

92%

Without letting parents
know where going

Without asking
permission

Without saying who
would be with

With teen friends you
don’t know

Outside of local or
familiar areas

Bad weather (snow,
rain, ice, etc.)

With friends that you
know

Heavy traffic

High-speed roads (55+
m.p.h.)

To and from school

After dark

Alone

No parent in the car
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15%

16%

44%

45%

55%

59%

79%

88%

Driving on an
expressway

Driving at night

Operating a
radio, CD player,

MP3, etc.

Having friends in
the car

Driving in bad
weather (rain,

snow, etc.)

Being tired

Talking on a cell
phone

Texting or
emailing on a cell

phone

Parents are not aware of the relative 
dangers of having teens drive with friends

Q.22: How much, if at all, do you think each of the following situations increases your {son’s/daughter’s} likelihood of having an 
crash while driving? [Scale used: Not at all, Very little, Some, A lot] (n=1,007)

DETAILED FINDINGS

> Peer pressure from other teens 
contributes to many teen driving 
crashes and fatalities—but parents rate 
friends as far-less a risk than they do 
cellphone activities.

> Less than half of parents (44%) rate 
friends as increasing their teen’s 
likelihood of having an crash “a lot.”
Nearly twice as many (88%) rated email 
and texting on a cell phone as such a 
risk.

> Relatively few parents (16%) said 
driving at night makes their teen much 
more accident-prone.

INCREASES TEEN’S
crash LIKELIHOOD “A LOT”
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8%

8%

22%

25%

25%

26%

62%

71%

72%

Sent e-mail or text
messages

Applied make-up

Driven without wearing
a seatbelt

Been in a car accident

Been stopped for
speeding or another

moving violation

Broken the law (run
red light or stop sign,

illegal u-turn, etc.)

Operated a radio, MP3
player, game, etc.

Talked on a cell phone

Eaten

Parents also model bad driving behavior 
when driving with their teens

Q.10: How much do you agree or disagree that…?
Q.36: Have you, yourself ever done each of the following while driving with your teen in the car? (n=1,007)

DETAILED FINDINGS

> Although parents say they have 
demonstrated safe driving with their teen 
in the car (94%), nearly three in four 
have eaten (72%) and talked on a cell 
phone (71%) while driving.

> Close to two-thirds (62%) have operated 
the radio or some other electronic device.

> Roughly one in four parents have, with 
their teen in the car:

> Broken the law by running a red light or 
stop-sign, making an illegal u-turn, etc. 
(26%).

> Been stopped for speeding or some other 
moving violation (25%).

> Been in an crash (25%).
> Driven without a seatbelt (22%).

DONE WHILE DRIVING WITH TEEN

[Among females (n=605)]



22

33%

36%

42%

48%

33%

41%

50%

66%

24%

33%

38%

38%

48%

49%

70%

73%A

35%

22%

41%B

56%B

26%
I sometimes allow
driving privileges
against my better

judgment

I often compare
myself to other

parents

We [parents] often
disagree on the best
way to enforce rules

We [parents] often
disagree on the best

way to set rules

Lenient parents
make it difficult for
me to control my

teen’s driving
privileges

Most accidents
involving teens result

from teens driving
drunk

I feel a lot of
pressure to be a

good parent

All Parents (1,007)
(A) Dads (402)
(B) Moms (605)

Several factors contribute to clouded 
parenting judgment

Q.10: How much do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?
Q.31: How much do you agree or disagree that the above statement describes your situation?

DETAILED FINDINGS

> Half of parents (49%) incorrectly believe that 
most crashes involving teens result from them 
driving drunk; the same portion of teens (51%) 
believe so of teen-crashes*.

> Seven in ten (70%) feel a lot of pressure to be 
a good parent – and 33% say they often 
compare themselves to other parents.

> Half (48%) say other, more lenient parents make 
it difficult to control their own child’s driving 
privileges.

> More than a third say they often disagree with 
their teen’s other parent about the best way to lay 
out the ground rules, and about the best way to 
enforce those rules (each 38%).

> One in four (26%) say they’re too busy and 
make up for a shortage of time spent with their 
teen by allowing more driving privileges.

> The same portion (24%) say they’ve allowed their 
driving privileges against their own better 
judgment.

* Source: The Allstate Foundation Survey of 1,001 teens (ages 15-17), 
March 2005

Note: base sizes for charted segments are noted (in parentheses) in chart’s legend.  
Letters are used to represent segments for statistical testing; a capital letter signifies 
a value “significantly” higher at the 95% confidence level (lowercase at 90%).

AGREE WITH STATEMENT
(Top 2 Box: “Strongly” or “Somewhat Agree”)
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9%

12%

16%

11%

22%

13%

12%

12%

15%

16%

24%

28%

Allowed sooner than I wanted Made wait longer

Other parents can act as both good and bad 
influences when it comes to driving restrictions

Q.30: In what ways were you influenced by parents of {his/her} friends when making those decisions? Please mark all that 
apply. (n=121)

DETAILED FINDINGS

> With one exception, parents were 
as positively influenced by other 
moms and dads as they were 
pressured by them.

> The greatest positive influence from 
other parents has been to delay 
their teen from driving in bad 
weather (28%).

> The most pressure stemming from 
other parents affected the allowing 
of other teens to ride in the car 
(22%).

> Allowing friends to ride along was 
also the most-influenced 
concession overall (good and bad).

WAYS INFLUENCED BY OTHER PARENTS

… to drive in bad weather

… to drive with friends in the car

… to drive without supervision

… to drive at night

… to get a permit

… to get a driver’s license
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AGE / GENDER

APPENDIX: DEMOGRAPHIC 
SAMPLE PROFILE

Q1.: Are you…?  Q2.: What is your age?
Q40.: Are you of Hispanic origin?  Q41.: Are you…?

ETHNICITY

Note: base sizes for charted segments are noted (in parentheses) in 
each chart’s legend.

3%

9%

80%

3%

2%

10%

11%

78%

11%

2%

75%

10%

11%

1%

4%Other

Asian or Pacific
Islander

Hispanic / Latino

African-
American / Black

Caucasian /
White

All Parents (1,007)
Dads (402)
Moms (605)

14%

30%

23%

8%

17%

29%

26%

19%

29%

5%

13%

22%

29%

23%

13%Ages 55-65

Ages 50-54

Ages 45-49

Ages 40-44

Ages 32-39

All Parents (1,007)
(A) Dads (402)
(B) Moms (605)

with… Dad Mom
Son 22% 29%

Daughter 18% 31%
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APPENDIX: DEMOGRAPHIC 
SAMPLE PROFILE

Q37.: What state do you live in?
Q39.: Which of the following best describes where you live?

EAST
17%

MIDWEST
30%

SOUTH
33%

WEST
20%

GEOGRAPHIC REGION COMMUNITY TYPE

Note: base sizes for charted segments are noted (in parentheses) in 
chart’s legend.  Letters are used to represent segments for statistical 
testing; a capital letter signifies a value “significantly” higher at the 95% 
confidence level (lowercase at 90%).

42%

25%

31%

44%

25%

32%

25%

46%

29%
Rural or small

town
environment

Suburban or
town/village
environment
near a city

Urban, city
environment

All Parents (1,007)
(A) Dads (402)
(B) Moms (605)
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WHETHER LIVE WITH PARTNER

APPENDIX: DEMOGRAPHIC 
SAMPLE PROFILE

Q42.: Are you…
Q43.: Which of the following categories best describes your annual household income before taxes?

HOUSEHOLD INCOME

7%

15%

20%

25%

19%

9%

$150k or more

$100k -
$149,999

$75k -
$99,999

$50k -
$74,999

$30k -
$49,999

< $30k

18%

81%

1%

15%

84%

1%

90%B

10%

0%Decline to
Answer

Not Living with
spouse or

partner

Married or
living with

partner

All Parents (1,007)
(A) Dads (402)
(B) Moms (605)

Note: base sizes for charted segments are noted (in parentheses) in 
chart’s legend.  Letters are used to represent segments for statistical 
testing; a capital letter signifies a value “significantly” higher at the 95% 
confidence level (lowercase at 90%).


