
Top African-American Films* 
 

 
Antwone Fisher (2002)    starring Derek Luke, directed by Denzel Washington 
Car Wash (1976)   starring Richard Pryor 
Color Purple (1985)   starring Whoopi Goldberg and Danny Glover 
Coming to America (1988)  starring Eddie Murphy and Arsenio Hall 
Cooley High (1975)   starring Glynn Turman and Lawrence Hilton-Jacobs 
Do the Right Thing (1989)  starring Danny Aiello, directed by Spike Lee 
The Fish that Saved Pittsburgh (1979) starring Julius Erving 
Glory (1989)    starring Denzel Washington 
Harlem Nights (1989)   starring Eddie Murphy and Richard Pryor 
Imitation of Life (1959)   starring Lana Turner 
Lady Sings the Blues (1972)  starring Diana Ross and Billy Dee Williams 
Love & Basketball (2000)  starring Sanaa Lathan and Omar Epps, directed by Gina Prince-Bythewood 
Love Jones (1997)   starring Larenz Tate and Nia Long 
Mahogany (1975)   starring Diana Ross and Billy Dee Williams 
Malcolm X (1992)   starring Denzel Washington 
Purple Rain (1984)   starring Prince 
School Daze (1988)   starring Laurence Fishburne, directed by Spike Lee 
Shaft (1971)    starring Richard Roundtree, directed by Gordon Parks 
Sparkle (1976)    starring Phillip Michael Thomas and Irene Cara 
The Wiz (1978)    starring Michael Jackson and Diana Ross 
 
 
 
* Note, this list is based on the judges of the Allstate Beyond February “Be Reel” contest and are not listed in a rank order 


